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INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Four CHILDREN cuddle and hide under blankets in a dark room.

GABBY, 8, holds up a flashlight in front of them, serious. 

GABBY
And that’s why Mommy says dolls 
protect us while we sleep.

Petrified, the three children chime in.

GABBY / CHILDREN
Ooh! / Ooh!

WOMAN (O.C.)
Time for bed.

INT. HALLWAY - NIGHT

One by one all four children march from the bedroom into the 
hallway. ISAIAH, 4, energetic, in Elmo pajamas, is first. 

Next is MIAH, 5, sleepy, followed by MANNY, 6, ornery.

Last is Gabby, pushing Manny through the door to the hallway.

Manny
Stop it, Gabby! I’m going to tell 
Mommy on you! 

She shakes her head and sticks out her tongue at him.

INT. BEDROOM 2 - NIGHT

Miah searches in the closet, throwing out toys. 

Surrounded by toys, she leans back on the footboard of the 
bed staring into the closet.

She stands and looks around.

Various dolls are lined up along the headboard of the bed. A 
photo of Miah holding a pink and white doll outside of a 
homeless shelter hangs on the wall. She wears a big smile.

On another wall is a photo of the entire family. Miah still 
holds on to the same pink and white doll. In this photo she 
stands next to Gabby, no smile.

She looks under the bed. She lays on the floor. Still.
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INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Manny and Isaiah watch TV. Miah enters, looking around. 

She walks in front of them. They move their heads out of her 
way. She stands in front of them and stares at them.

She bends over the end table and looks behind the couch and 
the chair against the wall. Nothing.

She walks to a dresser under the television. She looks on top 
and then opens every drawer in a feverous search.

Exhausted, she sits down, knees held up to her chest.

She looks at Manny and Isaiah still glued to the TV.

MIAH
Have y’all seen my pink doll 
anywhere? Have you seen it?

They don’t move or say a word. Laughter comes from the 
television set. She stops to look. Manny makes a funny face.

INT. BEDROOM 3 - NIGHT

Miah cuts on the light, enters and looks around.

The room is tidy. Miah searches, throwing every toy she finds 
out of the toy boxes.

While she searches through the toy box she finds another 
fancy doll. Her face lights up with a smile. She dances and 
combs the doll’s hair. She stops.

MIAH
But this it’s not my favorite. 
Where is it?

She looks around the room.

MIAH (CONT’D)
Daddy’s gonna kill me if I don’t 
find it.

She empties both toy boxes. The room is a mess. She wades 
through it, her cheeks puffed out.

Gabby appears in the doorway. She looks at Miah, confused. 

GABBY
Miah, what are you doing?
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MIAH
I’m looking for something!

GABBY
Mommy’s going to be looking for the 
belt if you don’t pick all of this 
up. I’m telling.

Miah wades through the mess to the window, where there’s a 
desk built into a bunk bed with clothes on it. 

She looks at the clothes. She throws all of them on the floor 
more frustrated. She frowns, her lips poked out. 

GABBY (CONT’D)
That’s the way you’re going to look 
when Mommy sees this room.

Miah folds her arms and puts her head down.

MIAH
Hmm!

She looks up toward the top of the bunk bed. She climbs up.

There is nothing up there. She falls onto the bed.

INT. HOMELESS SHELTER - DAY - FLASHBACK

Miah and her family sit at a table in the cafeteria. A pink 
and white doll sits on the table next to her.

She looks at her mom. She tugs on her mom’s shirt. Her mom 
looks down at her.

MIAH
Mommy, I don’t care we lost our 
home.

She reaches over and grabs the doll.

MIAH (CONT’D)
As long as we are together, Daddy 
says that’s all that matters.

They hug. 

MIAH (CONT’D)
I love you.

Gabby, beside her dad, watches on from the other side of the 
table. Her dad talks with another person sitting beside him.
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BACK TO PRESENT

INT. BEDROOM 2 - NIGHT

Gabby sits on the bed. She chews gum, paints her toenails, 
and watches TV.

Miah strolls in. The toys are still everywhere.

GABBY
You’re going to have to pick all 
this up before we go to sleep or 
I'm telling.

Melancholy, Miah shakes her head with a frown.

MIAH
Gabby...

She twirls from side to side and tugs on her clothes.

MIAH (CONT’D)
...um, um, have you seen my pink 
and white doll with the red shoes?

GABBY
Is that what you’re looking for?

MIAH
I can’t find it! And I’m tired!

GABBY
Uh-oh, the monster’s going to get 
you tonight! What do you think 
Daddy’s going to say when he finds 
out you lost the doll he spent his 
last dime on? How do you think he’s 
going to feel? Huh, Miah? 

MIAH
Stop it, Gabby. You’re not helping. 
Why are you so mean to me? I can’t 
find my doll. Help me!

GABBY
Daddy bought that doll ‘cause you 
cried all the time. He always gave 
you everything you wanted. 
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MIAH
No, he didn’t Gabby! Daddy says he 
loves us all equally, including 
you, even though you don’t treat us 
right sometimes.

GABBY
I tell you what-- you pick up this 
mess and I’ll help you find your 
doll. Okay?

MIAH
Kay.

Miah throws toy after toy back into the closet one by one. 
Gabby goes back to painting her toenails.

Gabby sticks out her tongue at Miah. Gives her a funny face.

INT. BEDROOM 3 - NIGHT

Miah picks up all of the toys in the room. Cheerful.  

MIAH
This goes here! That goes there!

She even picks up all of the clothes on the floor and throws 
them back on the desk.

MIAH (CONT’D)
I wish Gabby wasn’t so mean. She 
thinks Daddy likes me more than her 
because I’m the baby girl. I wish I 
knew how to make her understand he 
loves us all the same.

Both rooms are now picked up and clean.

INT. BEDROOM 2 - NIGHT

Out of breath, Miah stands at the door.

MIAH
Gabby, will you help me find my 
doll now?

GABBY
You all done?

MIAH
Yes!
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Gabby jumps off of the bed and heads toward her sister. She 
points to her head.

GABBY
Oh, yeah! The doll is in Mommy and 
Daddy’s room on his desk.

Miah takes off.

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

On the desk sits a pink and white doll with red shoes. Miah 
runs to it, grabs it, and hugs it with a smile, rocking.

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Miah sleeps on the couch with her doll. 

INT. BEDROOM 2 - NIGHT

Miah walks into the bedroom. She rubs her eyes. 

Gabby is asleep with the TV still on. She stops and stares at 
Gabby. She looks at her doll, kisses it and places it next to 
Gabby’s head.

MIAH
You need her more than me.

She turns the TV off, smiles at Gabby and her doll, and walks 
back down the hallway.

The End.
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